Item 15 - Update on Motions agreed by the Council — 28 September 2016

Date From Motion Status Accountable
Director
23/09/15 Clir Halden | Legal highs are quickly becoming a social disaster, The Head of Public Protection has consulted with the Gavin Dennett
from both the point of view of being harmful as Local Police Commander to determine whether the
substances, but also giving a very incorrect Police would support the application of a Public Spaces
impression of the dangers of substance abuse, Protection Order (PSPO) in Thurrock to impose control
especially amongst younger people. measures on the use of legal highs.
We instruct Council to consult with Essex Police on | The Police have indicated that based on the evidence
the most effective way of tackling the use of legal available to them and the practicality of enforcing control
highs in public spaces, including Public Space measures against an otherwise legal activity they would
Protection Orders, with the relevant Overview and not prioritise enforcement of any control measures
Scrutiny Committee monitoring the outcome. imposed by a potential PSPO at this time.
In addition we instruct the constitution working Should further evidence alter the Police position with
group to consider how to best exercise and delegate | regard to the prioritisation of enforcement resources for
all of our streamlined public protection powers that legal high work they will update the Council and liaise
come from the 2014 Crime and Disorder act to be with the relevant council department to consult on a
accessible to all members. PSPO for this purpose.
23/09/15 Clir Worrall | Thurrock Council are concerned over implications A paper is scheduled to be considered by Cabinet on David Bull

for tenants and housing stock of the Conservative
government's Emergency Budget's housing
measures:

¢ Housing Benefit withdrawn for 18-21 year
olds;

e Housing Benefit/ Local Housing Allowance
(LHA) frozen for five years;

e Tax Credits and Housing Benefit/LHA
include only first two children in households
born after April 2017;

o Market rents charged in social housing
where incomes are £30,000, additional rent
receipts go to Treasury not Housing

11t November on the principles the council may adopt
for mitigating detrimental impact that these proposals
may otherwise have on our existing affordable housing
building programme. This is set to be followed by a
report to Housing O&S with the results of the more
detailed impact assessments that are currently being
undertaken.

In addition the Council is in the process responding to
recent formal consultations issued in respect of the
market rents proposals for all households exceeding
£30,000.

David Bull will be writing to the MPs in October with the
current understanding of the proposed measures on
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Revenue Account or Council.

The impact will increase poverty, homelessness
and numbers at risk of being homeless, amongst
young and very low income families.

For individual tenants who have faced significant
above inflation rent increases and falling incomes
over the last few years, the Budget proposal to cut
social sector rents by 1% for the next four years will
be welcome.

That a 1% rent cut will mean loss of rental income to
Housing Revenue Account of £18.75 million by
2019/2020, that loss will have significant
consequences for Council's plans to build new
homes, maintain and refurbish existing stock of
homes.

The Council resolves to write to the two MPs for
Thurrock to lay out concerns and to highlight the
impact on Thurrock residents of these measures in
Westminster.

Thurrock Residents.

23/09/15 Clir Ray This Council calls for those Councillors who passed | Research has been undertaken to identify around ten Fiona Taylor
away during their service as a member of Thurrock | councillors who have passed away while still serving on
Council (since the turn of the new century) to be the council since 1998. Officers are now looking into the
commemorated in the Council Chamber for their various options for designing a suitable memorial.
work and contributions to the community of
Thurrock.
23/09/15 Clir Halden | The current crisis with refugees has led to calls for Officers have been looking at how the council currently Carmel Littleton

national and local governments to act in support.
The chamber agrees with this.

Thurrock resolves to play its part to aid refugees
and will make this position known to the Home
Office.

supports refugees and those seeking asylum and how it
can do so in the future. There is a well-established
process for dealing with unaccompanied asylum
seekers who are looked after as children in care.
Thurrock has recently looked after higher numbers of
unaccompanied asylum seeking children than in
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We instruct the council to be ready with clear plans
for service support from housing, social care, to
public protection.

While we welcome the notion of using international
aid funding to help with costs, we of course
understand local pressures we are already under
and therefore council will make representations to
the Home Secretary that support must be evenly
sought across local authorities to avoid

disproportionate costs being applied to the taxpayer.

previous years and is already playing a full part in
offering support.

Departments across the council are looking in details at
how refugees subject to the new resettlement scheme
can be accommodated successfully in the borough and
the funding available from government to achieve this.
Early details of government funding for the scheme have
been released and these are informing departmental
plans. A letter has been sent to the Home Secretary
requesting that support is evenly sought across local
authorities to avoid disproportionate costs falling to the
taxpayer.

28/10/15

Cllr
Redsell

We call on Thurrock Council to take action with its
partners to help prevent the use of motorbikes and
similar vehicles on our green spaces.

The Council work closely with Essex police to address
this problem across the Borough. There are posters
advising residents against this anti-social behaviour and
requesting that they report such illegal use to either the
Police or crimestoppers; which have been displayed in
all housing communal areas.

Specific concerns are brought to the multi-agency
community safety partnership Local Action Groups for
discussion and attention. This has led to a section 59
notice being served at Blackshots and a subsequent
reported reduction in nuisance vehicles.

The Police will continue to deal with such reported
nuisance with support as required from their partners.

Lucy Magill

28/10/15

Clir J. Kent

Thurrock Council is concerned at reports that
government is considering scrapping Universal Free
School Meals for infant school children.

We believe that such a move would be damaging to
both the education and health outcomes of our
young people so resolve to write to the Treasury
and Department for Education to show our support

Letter to Treasury, DfE and Thurrock 2 MP’s sent out.

Carmel Littleton
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for the continuation of Universal Free School Meals
as well as to our two members of parliament to
make them aware of our concerns.

28/10/15 Clir Ray That this Council will explore ways of working with lan Wake, the Council’s Director of Public Health has Roger Harris /
NHS partners to fully endorse and promote the discussed Councillor Ray’s motion with senior lan Wake
importance of giving blood and signing up for organ | colleagues in NHS Thurrock CCG.
and tissue donation in Thurrock.

The Council’s Public Health team have agreed to
develop a joint communications campaign with the CCG
to promote blood and organ donation and encourage
our population to participate in both of these important
national programmes.

28/10/15 Clir Essex Police have recently announced they plan to | Letters sent to both MPs Lucy Magill

Pothecary | close two of the borough’s police stations and sell
off a third, as well as cut the number of PCSOs in
Thurrock from 38 to just 6. After already making
cuts of £40million, Essex Police is facing having to
make over £60million worth of cuts by 2020 thanks
to the Government. The dramatic reduction in the
number of police officers and PCSOs on our streets
is a big issue for our residents and has worrying
implications for community safety.
The Council resolves to write to the two MPs for
Thurrock to set out our concerns about the
detrimental impact of police cuts on Thurrock
residents and community safety, and ask them to
lobby for better funding for Essex Police.

25/11/15 Clir Kent This Council remains opposed to government plans | The Council is expecting a Government decision on David Bull

for a further river crossing in Thurrock and commits
to continue campaigning, alongside local residents,
on this issue.

route options for the Lower Thames Crossing before the
end of January. Two public meetings have been
organised to discuss the issues on January 25th and
February 25th and a special extended Planning,
Transportation and Regeneration Scrutiny is planned for
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9 February 2016. Highways England’s proposals were
published on 26th January with a preferred option for a
bored tunnel between Gravesend and Tilbury.

Revised Text:

The Government decision on route options for the Lower
Thames Crossing was published on 26" February 2016.
Since then two public meetings have been organised to
discuss the issues on January 25th and February 25th
and also a special extended Planning, Transportation
and Regeneration Scrutiny took place on 9 February
2016.

Highways England’s preferred option is for a bored
tunnel between Gravesend and Tilbury

A PTR Scrutiny report has been produced and
discussion took place at Cabinet on 9 March 2016.
Three letters seeking to extend and then stop the flawed
consultation were sent to the Secretary of State for
Transport. No replies have been received.

This Council meeting is being asked to sign off the
formal consultation response in the opposition to the
LTC through Thurrock.

25/11/15 Clir Halden | Thurrock Council adopts the official position of being | Local authority officers met with the Regional Schools Carmel Littleton
pro grammar school and desires that Thurrock Commissioner representative on 14.1.15 to explore
children should have access to them. opportunities for grammar schools to open an annexe in
The Authority should actively pursue / explore Thurrock. Exploratory discussions will be held over the
e . coming weeks with local grammar schools.
opportunities for grammar schools to expand into
Thurrock via an annex.
25/11/15 Clir That we ask Cabinet, at its next meeting, to This has been implemented. Route 14 serves Fobbing David Bull
Stewart immediately fund an alteration to the bus route to to Basildon via Corringham and will operate until the end

serve Fobbing over the winter months.

of the financial year.
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27/1/16 Clir Hebb That Thurrock Council looks to encourage the Discussions are ongoing between Council Officers and Ann Osola
extension of the current Oyster Card Railcard / c2c to progress this request.
Contactless Payment Scheme and/or its
replacement from Grays C2C station to all zones
across the borough as they would both be helpful
and a support to residents and growth. Council
resolves to work with external agencies to realise
this request.

27/1/16 Clir Halden | The chamber resolves to write to the Secretary of On the 5 February 2016 a letter was sent to The Rt. lan Wake
State for Health with regards to poor Honourable Jeremy Hunt M.P, Secretary of State for
communication/ engagement from representatives Health, House of Commons.
of NHS England and NHS commissioning,
particularly with reference to the consultation on the
PET CT Scanner (cancer services) which we view
as an unsound consultation.

27/1/16 Clir Stone | Further to the proposed cuts to the fire service The Fire Authority will be attending Cleaner, Greener, Lucy Magill /
across the borough of between one third and one Safer Overview and Scrutiny on March 17th as part of Karen Wheeler
half. This council resolves to express its concerns their consultation exercise. This will give members the
by: opportunity to raise their concerns.

a) Objecting to these proposals through the Essex Both MPs have been written to.
Fire and Rescue Service (EFRS) public A link to the EFRS public consultation has been
consultation - and urges residents to do the same. included on the Council’s website under Have my say
(consultation portal).
b) Raising these concerns with the two members of
parliament to enlist their support
c¢) Urging the EFRS to consider expanding the level
of fire cover in Thurrock due to the rapid increase in
jobs, industry and homes.
24/2/16 Clir Aker A letter has been sent from the Leader of the A letter has been sent from the Leader of the Council to | Ann Osola

Council to the Chief Executive of c2c¢ setting out this
request. No response has been received to date.

the Chief Executive of c2c setting out this request. No
response has been received to date.
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C2C have endeavoured to find additional carriages to
relieve the overcrowding in peak periods on services
through Thurrock. However they have not been
successful to date.

Council officers pressed C2C to attend PTR Scrutiny on
1st March 2016 but they were unable to attend. It has
now been agreed that the Cabinet Member for
Highways and Transport and the PTR Scrutiny Chair will
meet with C2C to discuss progress on the issues. A
letter explaining the reasons for the Council motions has
been sent to C2C.

24/2/16

Clir Jones

In light of recent events where the Borough of
Thurrock was brought to a virtual standstill on the
28th January and 9th February because of events
relating to the Dartford crossing, we request that
Thurrock Council send a letter to both Essex
Police and Essex Fire and Rescue Services to
rethink their proposals to drastically cut essential
services to the borough of Thurrock and work with
Highways England on an action plan to combat the
chronic congestion that affects the whole Borough
during such incidents.

Essex Police and Essex Fire and Rescue Service have
been written to.

Lucy Magill

23/3/16

Clir Halden

Thurrock Council calls on the Home Office to
expedite work to release money from police
management costs in order to provide more funding
to the front line, such as the ongoing work to bring
the blue light services together.

Letter sent by Steve Cox to the Home Secretary.

Lucy Magill

23/3/16

Clir Snell

This Chamber agrees that excessive bureaucracy
and costs emanating from the EU have a
detrimental effect on the efficiency and cost of
Thurrock Council meaning that Thurrock Council
would be better off if Britain was to vote to leave the
European Union.

This motion does not require officer action.
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27/7/2016 | Clir Hebb Thurrock Council calls upon the government to The methodology and detail of the public consultation to | David Lawson
introduce legislation to provide for a right of "Recall" | be discussed at Governance Group and reviewed and

of local government councillors, alongside Thurrock | agreed by General Services Committee on behalf of Full
Council also exploring the possibilities to introduce Council.
its own local recall scheme.




